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Proposal for Azalea Village 
The importance of Art-Making

The community at Azalea Village can truly benefit from an infusion of creative practice in the 
arts space, as well as a prophetic mural creation to ignite the creative capacity of the entire 
community. Creativity in visual arts, painting, drawing, coloring, dramatic arts, acting, comedy, 
freestyle and creative writing and poetry are all stimulated by the activity of the imagination. 
All of these outlets can be used to grow our capacity to envision, our ability to hope through the 
creation of imagery and eventually growth in spiritual connection will develop. These activities 
must be done in community. But expert Shaun Mcniff suggests in his book, Art Heals: How 
Creativity Cures the Soul, “the healing, transformative, and life-creating powers of art could never 
have been found through solitary experimentation.” The creation of this mural in community 
creates a bond and allows people to see their own overlapping visions of the future and of hope. 

The difficulty of communication in refugee families can be overcome by creative expression. 
Pastoral care through artistic expression is another benefit. Populations that are prone to being 
overlooked by a dominant language culture have equal voice. Seeing and perception are key 
ingredients in an artistic viewpoint The artist is accustomed to looking deeply at the world and 
imagining it anew. We can do this together as a group in the mural creation process. 

The threat of hopelessness in disenfranchised populations makes the task of community-
building very important. Capps calls pastors in situations where hope is threatened “agents of 
hope,” and that is the role of Clairmont Presbyterian Church. Barth describes the act of creation 
as “giving shape to the impossible.” It is this imagination in a situation of caring with a 
community that allows for the in-breaking of hope. Art making “ventures to look at the outward 
form of [the present] and present nature as we can apparently see these only with our present 
eyes, but with the intention of seeing them with very different eyes and therefore of creating 
them anew in a better way.” The process by which we endeavor to create a mural together 
enlivens the whole group with this artistic imagination, which can allow all involved to project 
an ideal image of their own future. 

        Theology of Creativity 

Karen Buckenham, in her article, “Creativity and Spirituality: Two Threads of the Same Cloth,” 
explores art as a path toward God and spiritual experience. Buckenham sees creativity as an 
essential part of being human. She describes human creativity as an “echo of God’s creative 
goodness” that has been bestowed upon us.  

Paul Levy, in his article “Spiritual Experience,” says that artists are oriented toward the 
invisible, the mystery and what is yet to be revealed. Artists have been characterized as persons 
with heightened sensitivity to the ordinary experience. Visualize Jesus as an artist with great 
sensitivity to the suffering of people. He transmits the vision of the kingdom of God. Renown for 
his storytelling, an art form of ancient times, Jesus created images whose message continue to 
speak to us today.  

Come to know God, the creator through Genesis 1:1, the creation story: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” The story is poetic and lovely, “So God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (Genesis 
1:27). God created. God created in God’s own image. We as God’s creations were means to create.  

Finally the Holy Spirit, our gift on Earth of God’s presence among us as a constant inspiration is 
the theology of creativity. Artists are seekers of the Holy Spirit and divine inspiration. Seeking 
to be present, seeking to be a medium of God, seeking to create. Thomas Merton said it well, “God 
Who, in [God’s] mercy, completes the hidden and mysterious work of creation in us by 
enlightening our minds and hearts, by awakening in us the awareness that we are words spoke 
in [God’s] One Word and that Creating Spirit which dwells in us, and we in [God].”
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“What if we 
consider the 
possibility that 
a primary way 
we can 
experience the 
revelation of 
God’s mystery 
is through the 
process of our 
own creative 
expression?” 

~Betsey 
Beckman,  
“Art as a Mediator 
of the Sacred”


